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IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS OF DEFENSE SCIENCE BOARD TASK 
FORCE ON IMPROVEMENTS TO SERVICE CONTRACTING (SEC. 807) 

 

The Senate amendment contained a provision (sec. 822) that would require the Department of Defense to 
develop a plan to implement the recommendations of a Defense Science Board report on service 
contracting.  

The House bill contained no similar provision. 

The House recedes with an amendment striking language requiring a taxonomy and definitions for the 
tracking of contract services.  This issue has been already addressed in previously-enacted legislation 
requiring an inventory of contract services.  

 
SEC. 807. IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS OF DEFENSE SCIENCE BOARD 

TASK FORCE ON IMPROVEMENTS TO SERVICE CONTRACTING. 
 

(a) PLAN FOR IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics shall, acting pursuant 
to the Under Secretary’s responsibility under section 2330 of title 10, United States Code, develop a 
plan for implementing the recommendations of the Defense Science Board Task Force on 
Improvements to Service Contracting. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan developed pursuant to subsection (a) shall include, to the extent determined 
appropriate by the Under Secretary for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics, the following: 

(1) Meaningful incentives to services contractors for high performance at low cost, consistent 
with the objectives of the Better Buying Power Initiative established by the Under Secretary. 

(2) Improved means of communication between the Government and the services contracting 
industry in the process of developing requirements for services contracts. 

(3) Clear guidance for defense acquisition personnel on the use of appropriate contract types for 
particular categories of services contracts. 

(4) Formal certification and training requirements for services acquisition personnel, consistent 
with the requirements of sections 1723 and 1724 of title 10, United States Code. 

(5) Appropriate emphasis on the recruiting and training of services acquisition personnel, 
consistent with the strategic workforce plan developed pursuant to section 115b of title 10, 
United States Code, and the funds available through the Department of Defense Acquisition 
Workforce Development Fund established pursuant to section 1705 of title 10, United States 
Code. 

(6) Policies and guidance on career development for services acquisition personnel, consistent 
with the requirements of sections 1722a and 1722b of title 10, United States Code. 

(7) Actions to ensure that the military departments dedicate portfolio-specific commodity 
managers to coordinate the procurement of key categories of contract services, as required by 
section 2330(b)(3)(C) of title 10, United States Code. 

(8) Actions to ensure that the Department of Defense conducts realistic exercises and training that 
account for services contracting during contingency operations, as required by section 
2333(e) of title 10, United States Code. 

(c) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT.—Not later than 18 months after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Comptroller General of the United States shall submit to the congressional defense 
committees a report on the following: 

(1) The actions taken by the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and 
Logistics to carry out the requirements of this section. 
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(2) The actions taken by the Under Secretary to carry out the requirements of section 2330 of title 
10, United States Code. 

(3) The actions taken by the military departments to carry out the requirements of section 2330 of 
title 10, United States Code. 

(4) The extent to which the actions described in paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) have resulted in the 
improved acquisition and management of contract services. 


